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“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons 
of God.” 
MATTHEW 5:94

������������������������������������������������� �����������������������
����������
����
�����������������������¢����£�����������������
��	����⁄������������������������������������ �
��������� ����������������£	�����
��	����⁄
������
�������������������������������›�����
���������������������������������������������������������

�����
¥����
�����
�������
��

������� �����›����������������������������

	
	 ������
����������������������������������

������������
����������������������

�
	 �������
������
�����������������›��������������������������������������������›���������
���������

���������������������������������������������������� ���������
�������
������������
�

�
	 �����
�����
������������������������������ ����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������

������

�
	 ����������������
�����������������������������������������������������›���������������
�����������������������
��������������

��������������������������������������������›�����
�����
������������������������������������¡�����
�����������������£������������⁄
��������
��� ������
������������������������������›��������� ��������

������������������������������������������������
�������������
������������������������������������
����������������������������� ���������������������
��›�������������������������� ��������������������
����������������›�
����
�����������������
����
������›��������


4	 All Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by 
permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
5	  For more information on the vital signs of peace, please see the Peace Impact Framework. Over 100 global peacemaking 
organizations came together to build a shared understanding of how to understand and measure peace, and together created this 
Peace Impact Framework.

FIGURE 1: VITAL SIGNS OF PEACE 
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“A theology of peacemaking incorporates a sense of 
“being” as well as a sense of “doing.” Who should the 
Church “be” in the world informs what the Church should 
“do” in the world. Both thoughts are brought together in 
2 Corinthians 5:20, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us.”
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FIGURE 2: 1–5 SPECTRUM
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their preferred social/political issues from the pulpit. Eventually, some members left to 
join other churches whose pastors preached their preferred politics. Other members 
stopped attending church altogether.

Pastor Tom didn’t want his church to suffer the same fate. He wanted to protect 
his church and build its resilience to divisions stirred up by social media, TV news, 
politicians, and others. But what could he do to push back against this overwhelming 
tide?

6	  Brown, Jacob R., and Ryan D. Enos. “The Measurement of Partisan Sorting for 180 Million Voters.” Nature News, March 8, 2021. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01066-z. 
7	   Hafner, Shay R., and Andre P. Audette. “The Politics of Church Shopping.” Politics and Religion 16, no. 1 (2022): 73–89. https://
doi.org/10.1017/s1755048322000384. 
8	   Hafner, Shay R., and Andre P. Audette. “The Politics of Church Shopping.” Politics and Religion 16, no. 1 (2022): 73–89. https://
doi.org/10.1017/s1755048322000384.

BREAKING DOWN THE PROBLEM
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Constructive Conversations
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11	 Voelkel, Jan G., Michael Stagnaro, James Chu, Sophia Lerner Pink, Joseph S. Mernyk, Chrystal Redekopp, Isaias Ghezae, et al. 
Megastudy identifying effective interventions to strengthen Americans’ democratic attitudes, 2023. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/
y79u5. 
12	 Seabright, Paul, Jonathan Stieglitz, and Karine Van der Straeten. “Evaluating Social Contract Theory in the Light of Evolutionary 
Social Science.” Evolutionary Human Sciences 3 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1017/ehs.2021.4. 
13	Sayers, Mark. A non-anxious presence: How a changing and complex world will create a remnant of renewed Christian leaders. 
Chicago: Moody Publisher, 2022. 
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HOW TO CONVENE CONSTRUCTIVE CONVERSATIONS:
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Constructive Collaboration
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Find shared values and agreed-upon goals that further the 
cause of peace in your community, and act as if you were 
all on the same team.

Healthy Media Habits 
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SCENARIO 2

As the upcoming election loomed, Pastor Tom’s heart weighed heavy with concern. 
The scars from the previous divisive election period were still visible, not only within 
his congregation but also beyond the church walls, affecting the entire community. 
During the last election cycle, the divisions were felt in schools, workplaces, and social 
events. Local projects and charitable initiatives lost momentum as people hesitated 
to collaborate with those who held opposing views. Instead of coming together to 
address common challenges, they were consumed by animosity and suspicion. The 
divisive climate didn’t spare the schools either. Teachers struggled to maintain a 
neutral environment, and students absorbed the contentious atmosphere, sometimes 
mirroring the hostility they observed in adults. The community’s social fabric, once 
tightly woven, seemed to fray.

Pastor Tom felt compelled to act proactively to prevent the same divisions from 
taking hold again. He believed that the core teachings of Jesus emphasized love, 
compassion, and unity. The divisions plaguing his community were antithetical to 
these principles, and he knew he had a responsibility to help lovingly interrupt the 
pathway to polarization.

“Instead of asking ‘how is my church?’, ask ‘how is  
my city?’” 
PASTOR BOB ROBERTS JR.
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WHAT TO DO

���������������������������������������� ��������������
�����������������������������
�����������

���������������������
���������������������������������������������������
��������


Preventing Hate
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Responding to Hate

IN YOUR CHURCH
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WHAT TO DO
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GLOSSARY OF KEY CONCEPTS
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21	See Berger, J.M. 2018. Extremism. Cambridge: MIT Press.













THE PEACEMAKER’S TOOLKIT

52

SOCIAL INTERACTION
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Paranoia and Displacement Conspiracies
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A sense of superiority helps validate fabricated realities 
about social groups, ethnic populations, and personal 
identities. 

Misogynistic Expressions
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